DIRECT CONVERSATIONS                     395
give Szapary's account, although it is long, partly be-
cause his narrative is more detailed than those of the
others, partly because the most interesting parts of it
were suppressed in the original Austrian Red Book of
1915, and partly because it throws very interesting light on
Sazonov:
Have just had a long conversation with M. Sazonov.
The German Ambassador had already told me in the fore-
noon that early today, he had found the Minister [Sazonov]
much calmer and more conciliatory. He had advised him
to seek a conversation with me, for he knew that I was
filled with the best intentions toward Russia, and how
greatly I regretted that our action against Serbia met with
so little understanding in St. Petersburg. Sazonov received
me very cordially, in contrast to his decidedly piqued atti-
tude on Friday. He spoke to me of his above-mentioned
conversation with Count Pourtales, and said that if I myself
had not already come to him of my own accord, he would
have begged me to visit him in order to have a chance to
speak frankly with me. Last Friday, he had been somewhat
taken by surprise and had not controlled himself so much
as he had wished; besides, at that time, our conversation
was a purely official one.
I replied that I also had wished to have the opportunity
to speak frankly with him, since I had the impression that
mistaken ideas in regard to the character of our action were
prevalent in Russia. We seem to be suspected of wishing to
push forward into Balkan territory and to begin a march
to Salonica or even to Constantinople. Others indeed went
so far as to describe our action as the starting point of a
preventive war against Russia, which had been planned by
Germany. All these suppositions, I said, were partly
erroneous and partly absolutely'unreasonable. The aim of
our action was self-preservation and self-defense against
hostile propaganda of word, writing, and deed,, which threat-
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